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3 Christianizing the Temporal 

9 “Transform the environment of their lives,” “double vocation as Christians 

9 and as workers”; such words provide a complete program for the laity. It és 

7 the magnificent task of the laity to make thei environment a favorable 
atmosphere which will predispose souls to receive and to live the Christian 
message. Such is the irreplaceable mission of the laity. They have their own 

p) witness to bear, their specific problems to solve and reforms to be undertaken, 

7 all on their own responsibility. By giving them a free hand, the Church és 

3 not making the best of a bad job and using them as substitutes until such 

34 time as she has reliable priests to take over the direction of the temporal 

3 order. On the contrary, she fully intends, without any ulterior motive, to 

14 confide to the laity the full responsibility for human society. The temptation, 

31 however, can be great for the priest, to assume functions other than his own, 

37 and for which the laity have a special vocational grace. He will have to resist 

2 it, for bis specific role never involves running the temporal order. There bis 
competence ceases. 
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